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all parties draw their conclusions about the advisability of
peace.
The result of the publication of the Compte Rendu, once its
figures were properly understood, was to arouse fury in the
war party (with Vergennes, Foreign Minister, now at the head
of it) and stupor on the part of the public, who saw their
illusion of prosperity dissipated. Opposition to the Minister
was further increased, this time among the juges de parlement
and the powerful mass of the intendants, by the publication
in April 1781 (two months after the issue of the Compte Rendu)
of a Memoire sur les Assemblees Provinciales. This was a memor-
andum composed by Necker two years earlier, for the con-
sideration of the King, advocating the re-establishment, not,
indeed, of a national assembly, or Estates-General, but of an
assembly of Estates in each province. Necker did not mean
to publish this project; it was surreptitiously published by
the Comte de Provence (brother of the King), who was opposed
to Necker. Feeling that his position was being openly attacked,
Necker demanded that, as an expression of the King's con-
fidence in him, he should be admitted into the Royal Council,
or Conseil d'fitat. Technically the Director-General of the
Treasury was not a Minister of State, and therefore was not
in the Council. Vergennes advised the King to decline this
request, on account of Necker's Protestantism. The King's
brother and Maurepas were also against Necker. On the night
of May 20,1781, Necker received at Paris, where the Finance
Office was, a royal letter discharging him from his duties as
Director-General of the Royal Treasury.
It seems as if at some epochs of history mankind is almost
determined to destroy itself. With a benevolent and dutiful
monarch France in the last years of the ancien regime had the
means of prosperity and stability twice placed squarely before
her; yet after a serious trial of these means they were rejected.
Turgot's policy—economy, internal free trade, and (though
he had not time to bring this plan forward) Provincial Assem-
blies—would probably have saved the ancien regime; so would
Necker's, though less effectively than Turgot's, for he was no

